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Ottawa River Basin - 2021 Spring Freshet Review

Discharges at the Carillon dam provide a good overview of freshet conditions on the river

10000

To view conditions at other
9000 == o ESTIMATED NATURAL DISCHARGE™ (without reservoir effects) locations, go to Graph View

emms OBSERVED DISCHARGE

8000

7000 }< - :I
= Freshet started in the 37 week of March Freshet Period
"E 565 and ended around the end of April. Due
g to drier than normal conditions this "“\ The peak was approx.
€ oo spring, most runoff from northern areas 10% lower than the
S was stored in principal reservoirs and average spring peak flow.
Z ooy there was no second peak on the main o
P4 stem of the Ottawa River. N\ %
(=}
= \
& 3000 S\
3 o

J
2000 a
T
k/“ !
=
e YN\ -J\l Flows below normal from this point on
| G

JAN FEB MAR APR MAY
* |nformation on the natural lakes that existed prior to the construction of reservoirs from 1911 to 1954 is sparse or missing. Itis
therefore only possible to estimate the natural (i.e. unregulated) discharge.

Communication products to keep the public informed (see Latest News on our website)

March 22 — Spring Conditions Overview March 25 — Rising Ottawa River Water Levels
Bulletin Press Release

Variation of the amount of water stored in the 13 principal reservoirs of the basin
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6.0 With earlier than normal snowmelt in all

50 - of the basin and reduced risk of flooding
due to little precipitation in April,

4.0 reservoir levels were increased earlier

30 - | than usual. Most reservoirsare close to
their target recreational levels despite

2.0 - | receiving little precipitation this spring.

- Reservoirs started filling
in the 3rd week of March
0.0
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Note: Normal conditions(green band) based on the 25% and 75% percentiles and median
(50% line) of 1991-2020 records.
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