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The Ottawa River Regulation Planning Board

▪ Ensures the integrated management of the principal  basin reservoirs to 
minimize damage from flood and droughts

➢ active all year long

La Commission de planification de la régularisation de la rivière des Outaouais

▪ Assure une gestion intégrée des principaux réservoirs du bassin versant afin 
de minimiser les dommages liés aux inondations et aux étiages

➢ tout au long de l’année



The 1983 Canada-Ontario-Quebec 
Agreement established:

▪ Ottawa River Regulation Planning Board
▪ Ottawa River Regulating Committee
▪ Ottawa River Regulation Secretariat

➢ to ensure that the flow from the principal reservoirs

of the Ottawa River Basin are managed on an 

integrated basis



How is the Planning Board structured?

Ottawa River Regulation Planning Board

Commission de planification de la 
régularisation de la rivière des Outaouais

Ottawa River Regulating 
Committee*

Comité de régularisation de la 
rivière des Outaouais*

Ottawa River Regulation 
Secretariat

Secrétariat pour la 
régularisation de la rivière 

des Outaouais

➢ Administrative and 
general policy function

➢ Operational unit
➢ Executive unit with support to 

the Regulating Committee

* Associate membership with Ontario Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Forestry



13 Principal Reservoirs
13 principaux réservoirs

Reservoirs are used 
to store Spring runoff

Les réservoirs servent à 
emmagasiner le ruissellement au 
printemps
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Little or no capacity to 
store water

Daily Reservoirs (run of river)

Capacity to store part of 
the spring runoff

Annual Reservoirs

Capacity to store runoff 
over more than one year

Multi-year Reservoir

Types of Installations and Operations



Winter

• reservoir drawdown
• hydroelectric 

production 
(HQ/OPG)

Spring

• refill
• flood mitigation

Summer

• water level stability
• drought mitigation

Fall

• flood / drought 
mitigation

Season-based Reservoir Management
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➢ Capacity to regulate flows

The Ottawa river - still partially a natural river…

60% 
unregulated

40% 
regulated

°

In the unregulated basin portion, dams are 
essentially “run of the river” with no 

significant storage capacity

Ottawa

Des Joachims



Daily work of the Regulating Committee – hydrological assessment

Assessment and 
modelling - How 
much water will 
there be in the river 
system?

Note: Activities are done daily from Monday to Friday and more frequently in times  of high flows



Daily work of the Regulating Committee – hydraulic assessment

 

Assessment and 
modelling –
What will the 
corresponding flows 
and levels be?

Note: Activities are done daily from Monday to Friday and more frequently in times  of high flows



Secrétariat

HQ

MRNF MDDELCC

OPG

Others

PSPC

Sharing of Data – Optimization

FTP



Without the reservoir effect

Flows at Carillon dam would have 
been much higher, and flooding 
levels higher throughout the 
basin

• 40 cm higher at Chats Lake 
(Arnprior) 

• 90 cm higher at Lac des Deux-
Montagnes

Reservoirs are managed to minimize flooding

2017



▪ MNRF District Offices are informed of forecasted 

Ottawa River conditions through MNRF associate 

membership on the Regulating Committee.

▪ They issue flood warning messages and information 

to those that may be at risk, and those that respond to 

flood events.

Disseminate Flow Forecasts to 

Provincial Authorities



Flood Related Messages issued by MNRF - 2018

ORRPB

News Releases



ottawariver.ca / rivieredesoutaouais.ca

Information to the general 

public : ottawariver.ca



Previous 7-day conditions on the Web site – ottawariver.ca 

New this year

➢ Levels and flows consolidated on a 
single page

➢ Data at 4 additional sites



New this year

➢ Forecasts available for 4 days rather than 3

➢ One more site with forecasts (Chats Lake)

Forecasts available on the Web site – ottawariver.ca 



Follow us on Twitter – twitter.com/ORRPB









Recorded message

613-995-3443 Ottawa-Gatineau
1-800-778-1246 Outside

Message téléphonique

613-995-3455 Ottawa-Gatineau
1-800-778-1243 À l’extérieur 

www.ottawariver.ca

www.rivieredesoutaouais.ca

Current and 
forecast 

conditions during 
freshet

Ottawa River 
Regulation Secretariat

Email : secretariat@ottawariver.ca

Information

Conditions actuelles 
et prévues en rivière 

pendant la crue

Secrétariat pour la régularisation
de la rivière des Outaouais

Email : bureau@ottawariver.ca

http://www.ottawariver.ca/
http://www.rivieredesoutaouais.ca/







