v

Ottawa River
=~ Regulation
Planning Board de lariviere des Outaouais

de la régularisation

Commission de planification

Ottawa River Basin - 2024 Spring Freshet Review

Discharges at the Carillon dam provide a good overview of freshet conditions on the river
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Record warmth in early March triggered an early | '\ Ereshet
snow melt. The limited snowpack was guickly ' .
4| depleted over much of the basin and flows soon | ‘ Period
declined. A large weather system from Texas l ‘
brought up to 75mm of rainfall to the basin l
between April 11 and 13. Most of the rain ‘
-1 occurred in the Timiskaming area, melting the last | ' ‘
of the snow and adding to the runoff. The peak l
flow at the Carillon Dam occurred on April 19. The l
following month brought normal or drier than
1| normal conditions and flows declined during May. | '
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Communication products to keep the public informed

March 13 — Early Spring
Conditions Overview
Bulletin

(see Latest News on our website)

Release

April 14 - Rising Ottawa
River Water Levels Press

* Information on the natural lakes that
existed prior to the construction of
reservoirs (1911-1954) is sparse or
missing. It is therefore only possible
to estimate the natural (unregu-
lated) discharge.

MAIN SUMMARY POINTS FROM FRESHET 2024

The first peak, from snowmelt in the southern portion of the basin, was a month
earlier than normal.

The rapid rise of levels and flows mid-April was caused by a month’s worth of rain
falling in a 48-hour period on the northwestern portion of the basin.

Significant spring rainfall events can occur with little advance warning and can
rapidly alter flows and levels across a large portion of the basin.

The peak flow observed at the Carillon dam on April 19 was 15% below average.
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The volume of water stored in the 13 principal reservoirs of the basin, in billions of cubic metres
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130 - 2024 is the perfect example of the challenges that climate change
’ 5% may bring, that is - seasonal flows that vary more, changing from
0 - . ry to wet more rapidly and more often.
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7.0 - An extreme rainfall event (April 11-13) brought the
6.0 - equivalent of one month of rain over melting snow and led
to the rapid filling of reservoirs in the Abitibi-Timiskaming
5.0 - area as they retained a large portion of the spring runoff to
40 - mitigate flood impacts in downstream locations.
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_ Below average snowpack across the basin combined with the forecast of no significant precipitation led to a
cautious transition from drawdowns to slow refills while maintaining some storage to mitigate passible flooding.
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MNote: Normal conditions (green band) based on the 25% and 75% percentiles and median {50%line) of 1992-2021 records.

INFORMATION
General information about the Ottawa River Regulation Planning Board: About ORRPB
Website: www.ottawariver.ca
X - Twitter: @ORRPB
Contact the Ottawa River Regulation Secretariat
phone: 1-888-621-0059

email: Secretariat@ottawariver.ca
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